Anti-adrenal medullary antibodies in IDDM subjects and subjects at high risk of developing IDDM.
Previous reports have noted the presence of anti-adrenomedullary antibodies in subjects with insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus (IDDM). We initiated a study to evaluate the presence of complement-fixing anti-adrenomedullary antibodies (CF-ADM) in the following subjects: group 1 (age 4-60 yr), anti-islet cell antibody-positive (ICA+) subjects at high risk of developing diabetes, in which 9 (32%) of 28 were positive for CF-ADM; group 2 (age 6-41 yr), anti-ICA negative (ICA-) subjects at high risk of developing diabetes, in which 0 (0%) of 15 were positive for CF-ADM; group 3 (age 1-58 yr), ICA+ diabetic subjects, in which 7 (30%) of 23 were positive for CF-ADM; group 4 (age 5-68 yr), ICA- diabetic subjects, in which 1 (4%) of 24 was positive for CF-ADM; group 5 (age 20-56 yr), volunteer blood bank donor controls, in which 2 (6%) of 32 were positive for CF-ADM; and group 6, known healthy controls, in which 0 (0%) of 14 were positive for CF-ADM. CF-ADM were increased in group 1 compared with group 2 (P less than .02) and both control groups (P less than .02). CF-ADM were increased in group 3 compared with group 4 (P less than .03) and both control groups (P less than .03 vs. group 5, P less than .05 vs. group 6). Presence of CF-ADM was associated with presence of ICA in group 1 (P less than .02) and group 3 (P less than .03).(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)